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The collection of wide-ranging data about American citizens was already a serious challenge to personal
privacy when the terrorists struck on September 11, 2001. After the attack, organizations such as data
brokers, banks and retailers willingly teamed up with the government to use this vast store of informa-
tion to prevent further terrorism. We were told that it was for our own safety. Yet the potential misuse of
this data poses a grave danger to values we have long esteemed, including fundamental civil liberties.

In the first session of the 2008-2009 Technology and Society Forum series, investigative reporter Robert
O’Harrow, Jr. will share his insights into this disturbing situation. He is the author of the book No Place
to Hide, a critical commentary on surveillance and national security in the post-9/11 world.

As a reporter at The Washington Post, O’Harrow has focused on government contracting, waste and
abuse. He is now exploring the interaction between the intelligence community and the commercial
world. O’Harrow previously scrutinized the data revolution, uncovering stories about the use of per-
sonal information that spurred changes in state and federal law.

A 1999 finalist for the Gerald Loeb business-reporting award, he was a Pulitzer Prize finalist in 2000 for
articles about privacy and technology, and the recipient of the 2003 Carnegie Mellon Cybersecurity
Award.

Co-sponsored by the NJIT Technology and Society Forum Committee, Albert Dorman Honors
College and Sigma Xi

For More Information: Contact Jay Kappraff, kappraff@adm.njit.edu or 973-596-3490

NJIT welcomes attendees from Essex County College, Rutgers-Newark, and the University of Medicine and
Dentistry of New Jersey.

Visit the NJIT Technology and Society Forum on the Web at http://tsf.njit.edu.
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NEXT IN THE FORUM SERIES

October 1 MIQUELA CRAYTOR
Executive Director, Sustainability South Bronx
“Environmental Justice Solutions: What Is Technology’s Role?”

October 31 THE WIRELESS WORLD: UNTETHERED OPPORTUNITIES
A panel discussion sponsored by AT&T with support from Verizon and
CTIA, The Wireless Association

November 12 DAVID W. ORR
Paul Sears Distinguished Professor, Oberlin College; James Marsh Professor, University of Vermont
“Climate Change and U.S. Politics”


