
A SPECIAL DUAL PRESENTATION: APRIL 9, 2007

WHERE CREDIT IS DUE:
THE BLACK HERITAGE IN TECHNOLOGY

11:30 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
NJIT CAMPUS CENTER BALLROOM

NOISE CAN MAKE YOU SICK
4:00 – 5:30 P.M.
TIERNAN LECTURE HALL 1

JAMES E. WEST
Research Professor, Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Johns Hopkins University

In two presentations on April 9, James E. West will offer an overview of the contributions made by Blacks
to technological innovation, and then focus on the detrimental effects of noise in hospitals and how con-
trolling noise can benefit patients and caregivers.

As West will discuss in his first presentation, people of color have helped to advance science and technol-
ogy throughout history. However, by design or chance, such individuals have received much less recog-
nition than they merit for inventions that have improved the quality of life for all people.

In his second presentation, West will describe the protocol he has helped to develop for measuring noise
in hospitals and for introducing effective long-term noise-control strategies. The work of West and his
colleagues promises better architectural designs for hospitals, new sound-absorbing materials and com-
munication tools, reduced stress for medical professionals, and improved patient well-being.

West joined the Johns Hopkins faculty after a distinguished career at Bell Laboratories that spanned more
than four decades. His pioneering research involving charge storage and transport in polymers led to elec-
tret transducers for sound recording and voice communication. Some 90 percent of all microphones man-
ufactured today, including those in cell phones, are based on the principles he published in the early 1960s.

Recipient of an honorary doctorate from NJIT, West holds 50 U.S. patents and more than 200 foreign
patents for microphones and techniques for making polymer electrets. He was inducted into The
National Inventors Hall of Fame in 1999 for the invention of the electret microphone. He is the author
of over 100 papers and technical reports, has contributed to two books, and has supervised over 25 PhD’s
in electrical engineering and other fields.

A member of the National Academy of Engineering, West is a fellow of the Institute of Electrical and
Electronics Engineers and the Acoustical Society of America, which he has served as president. He is a
member of the National Academy of Engineering’s Committee on Diversity in the Engineering
Workforce and chairs the Johns Hopkins Whiting School of Engineering Council on Diversity.

Co-sponsored by the Department of Physics, NJIT’s Educational Opportunity Program,
Albert Dorman Honors College, NJIT Technology and Society Forum Committee

For More Information: Contact Jay Kappraff, kappraff@adm.njit.edu or 973-596-3490
On the Web: http://tsf.njit.edu

NJIT welcomes attendees from Essex County College, Rutgers-Newark,
the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey and Sigma Xi.
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